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ANNUAL   REPORT 

OF   THE 

ELECTION    DEPARTMENT 

FOR  THE   YEAR   1947. 


Boston,  January  30,  1948. 

Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
Sir, —  In  compliance  with  section  24,  chapter  3,  of 
the  Revised  Ordinances,  the  Board  of  Election  Com- 
missioners respectfully  submits  its  annual  report. 

Registration. 

In  accordance  with  chapter  246  of  the  Acts  of  1945 
registration  was  held  continuously  at  the  central  office 
from  January  2  to  October  15,  inclusive,  and  from 
November  5  to  December  31,  inclusive.  Registration 
in  wards  was  held  on  October  1,  2,  3,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  14, 
and  15,  from  6  p.  m.  to  10  p.  m.,  for  the  City  Election. 
This  registration  was  held  in  two  places  in  different 
sections  of  each  ward,  five  nights  in  each  place. 

Number  of  Voters. 

At  the  State  Election  held  November  5,  1946,  the 
number  of  voters  on  the  list  was  385,513.  The  number 
of  voters  in  the  first  list  published  by  the  Board,  August 
18,  1947,  was  350,751.  The  number  of  voters  on  the 
supplementary  voting  list  at  the  close  of  registration 
for  the  City  Election  was  17,819.    Included  in  this  latter 
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figure  are  the  names  of  7,697  voters  who  were  omitted 
from  the  1947  police  listing  and  who  were  restored  to  the 
voting  list  without  reregistration  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  244  of  the  Acts  of  1947. 

Omitted  Listings,  1947. 


Wards. 

Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

j 

152 

99 
517 
319 
345 
123 
154 
131 
230 
114 

96 
287 
137 
284 

76 
119 
126 
128 

73 
136 
283 
186 

95 

64 
233 
308 
491 

80 

96 
118 
224 
120 

78 
256 
118 
199 

78 
112 
103 
119 

91 
122 
323 
154 

247 

2     

163 

3     

750 

4      

627 

5      

836 

6      

203 

7       

250 

8       

249 

9       

454 

10        

234 

11        

174 

12  .     

543 

13..     

255 

14  .     

483 

15       

154 

16      

231 

17       

229 

18  . 

247 

19  .       

164 

20 

258 

21 

606 

22 

340 

Totals 

4,115 

3,582 

7,697 

The  number  of  voters  on  the  final  list  sent  to  the 
polls  on  the  day  of  the  City  Election,  held  November 
4,  1947,  was  368,570,  a  decrease  of  16,943  from  the 
number  on  the  list  at  the  preceding  State  Election. 
The  number  of  voters  on  the  final  list,  December  31, 
1947,  was  368,883. 


Nomination  Papers  and  Petitions. 

The  Board  received  1,997  nomination  papers  for  the 
City  Election,  on  which  73,887  names  were  certified; 
706  papers  were  submitted  on  5  initiative  petitions, 
on  which  13,411  names  were  certified;  and  8  petitions 
for  recount  of  ballots  cast,  on  which  466  names  were 
certified.  This  makes  a  total  of  2,711  papers,  on  which 
the  names  of  87,764  voters  were  certified. 
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Revision  of  the  Voting  List. 

The  names  of  4,296  voters  were  stricken  from  the 
voting  list  by  reason  of  death,  removal  from  the  city, 
and  other  causes. 

Jurors. 

The  jury  list  prepared  by  the  Board  in  1947  con- 
tained the  names  of  10,748  voters  of  Boston.  During 
the  time  covered  by  this  report,  2,844  were  drawn  for 
jury  service. 

Registration  of  the  Physically  Disabled. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of 
the  Acts  of  1946,  persons  qualified  to  vote  but  unable 
to  appear  at  a  registration  office  because  of  physical 
disability  were  examined  for  registration  in  their 
homes  or  other  places  of  confinement  upon  receipt  of 
an  application  for  such  registration.  Applications  were 
received  from  11  such  persons.  Of  that  number  three 
were  found  to  be  qualified  and  were  duly  registered;  one 
was  too  ill  to  be  interviewed  for  registration.  Seven 
applications  were  received  after  the  closing  date  es- 
tablished by  law  and  therefore  could  not  be  honored. 
Persons  found  qualified  to  register  were  furnished  with 
applications  for  absentee  ballots  for  the  City  Election. 

Supplementary  Registration  of  Soldiers  and 
Sailors. 

Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  51,  sections  50  and  51, 
of  the  General  Laws,  three  persons  in  the  military 
service  were  registered  as  voters  in  Boston  during  the 
period  from  the  close  of  registration  to  the  third  day 
preceding  the  City  Election. 

Reduction  in  Voting  Precincts. 

Effective  January  1,  1947,  the  total  number  of  voting 
precincts  in  the  City  of  Boston  was  reduced  from  395 
to  362.  This  reduction  was  made  possible  by  the 
installation,  in  1946,  of  voting  machines  in  Wards  1,  2, 
3,  and  4,  and  the  consequent  reprecincting  of  these 
wards. 
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Voting  Machines. 

The  1947  City  Election  was  conducted  with  four 
wards  (Wards  1,  2,  3,  and  4)  completely  equipped  with 
voting  machines.  The  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  machines  were  satisfactory,  notably  in  the  prompt 
and  accurate  returns  obtained  from  the  mechanized 
wards. 

Absent  Voting. 

Absentee  voting  applied  to  this  City  Election,  and  set 
forth  below  are  statistics  relating  to  absentee  ballots: 

167  applications  received  from  civilians. 
165  civilian  ballots  mailed. 
Ill  civilian  ballots  returned  and  sent  to  polls. 
107  civilian  ballots  cast. 

66  applications  received  from  physically  disabled. 

66  ballots  mailed  to  physically  disabled. 

42  ballots  returned  and  sent  to  polls. 

42  ballots  cast. 

11  applications  received  from  members  of  the  armed  forces 

(both  voters  and  S.  A.  V.'s). 
1  application  received  from  kin   for  registered  voters  in 

the  armed  forces. 
0  applications  received  from  kin  qualifying  persons  in  the 

armed  forces. (S.  A.  V.'s). 

12  total  applications  for  servicemen's  ballots. 
12  ballots  mailed  to  servicemen. 

3  ballots  returned  by  servicemen  and  sent  to  polls. 

3  ballots  of  servicemen  cast. 

3  civilian  ballots  returned  "unclaimed." 

0  servicemen's  ballots  returned  "unclaimed." 
23  civilian  ballots  returned  too  late  to  be  cast. 

1  serviceman's  ballot  returned  too  late  to  be  cast. 
179  total  applications  received. 

177  total  ballots  mailed. 
110  total  ballots  cast. 

Membership  of  the  Board. 

The  term  of  Miss  Gertrude  A.  Pfau  expired  on 
March  31,  1947,  and  she  was  reappointed  for  the 
term  of  four  years  ending  March  31,  1951.  Hon. 
Joseph  A.  Langone,  Jr.,  who  resigned  as  an  Election 
Commissioner  on  June  8,  1946,  was  reappointed  on 
March  21,  1947,  for  the  term  ending  March  31,  1950. 

Commissioner  William  A.  Motley,  Jr.,  continued  as 
Chairman,  and  Commissioner  Everett  R.  Prout  as 
Secretary. 
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Expenses  of  the  Election  Department. 

The  expenses  of  the  Election  Department  for  the  year 
ending  December  31,  1947,  amounted  to  $298,114.09. 

William  A.  Motley,  Jr., 
Everett  R.  Prout, 
Joseph  A.  Langone,  Jr., 
Gertrude  A.  Pfau, 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners. 


ELECTION  STATISTICS. 


TABULATED  STATEMENT  OF  THE  NUMBER 
OF  LISTED  MEN  AND  WOMEN  RESIDENTS, 
REGISTERED  MEN  AND  WOMEN  VOTERS 
AND  PERSONS  WHO  VOTED  IN  EACH  VOT- 
ING PRECINCT,  TOGETHER  WITH  THE 
NUMBER  OF  VOTES  CAST  FOR  EACH 
CANDIDATE  AT  THE 

CITY  ELECTION        .        .        .      November  4,  1947. 
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Votes  Cast  for  Question,  City  Election, 
November  4,  1947. 
Shall  the  provisions  of  section  forty  of  chapter  seventy=one  of  the 
General  Laws,  as  amended,  relative  to  equal  pay  for  men  and 
women  teachers  be  in  force  in  this  city? 


Wards. 

Yes. 

No. 

Blanks. 

I 

4,125 
2,922 
3,707 
3,027 
4,527 
3,803 
3,893 
3,380 
4,235 
4,590 
3,892 
4,983 
3,781 
7,593 
3,552 
4,138 
4,975 
4,397 
4,540 
5,760 
5,537 
4,771 

2,678 
1,539 
2,064 
1,148 
2,244 
2,281 
2,731 
1,796 
1,602 
3,019 
2,686 
2,201 
2,938 
3,749 
3,030 
4,221 
3,950 
4,196 
3,997 
6,448 
2,882 
3,536 

3,414 

2 

1,075 

3 .  .  . 

4,789 

4 

580 

5 

896 

6.  .  .         

1,300 

7 

968 

8 

1,236 

9 

1,775 

10  

1,099 

11 

817 

12 

991 

IS 

900 

14 

2,479 

15 

849 

16. .  . 

898 

17 

908 

18 

925 

19 

682 

20 

739 

21 

820 

22 

944 

Totals 

96,128 

64,936 

29,084 
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